1950s Resources

Program Ideas

· Book Discussion of 1950s classics, bestsellers or controversial books

· Hairdos and Makeup—have a beauty salon recreate the makeup and hairstyles on participants—can make this a multigenerational program

· Film Discussion of 1950s movies

· Oral History Projects—record community members memories of the 1950s, be sure to include Korean War veterans
· Achievements of the 1950s—have community experts, professors or teachers talk about different achievements in various fields that were made in the 1950s, don’t forget the Korean War, Cold War and NASA
· Watch commercials from the 1950s and discuss

· Have a Home Economics teacher or Cooperative Extension agent speak about textiles and clothes from the 1950s

· Have an antiques dealer discuss 1950s collectibles

· Present programs on historical events of the 1950s

· Collect and display pictures of your community from the 1950s

· Have a storytime for adults—read children’s books from the 1950s

· Have a scrapbooking session where families bring in pictures from the 1950s and make a scrapbook page

· Discuss the fads of the 1950s and compare them to fads of later years

· Have a sock hop and 50s costume contest
· Bubble Gum blowing contest—biggest bubble wins

· Hula Hoop Contest—who can hula the longest
· Have adults make Play-Doh art and display it in the library
· Have a Frisbee, Scrabble or Whiffle Ball tournament—all were big fads in the 1950s
· Play Name That Tune using old fifties songs – extra points are given to the team that can name the title and the artist/group

· Have trivia contests with 50s themes
· Make some crafts from old LPs

· Make saddle shoes and poodles skirts, have a fashion show

· Watch Grease and sing along


Colored streamers for bicycle handlebars 
baseball cards in your bike's wheel spokes (to make a fwap-fwap sound) 
TV Dinners 
Drive-in theaters 
Panty Raids
Letter Sweaters
Jukeboxes
Fins and chrome on cars
Abstract expressionism
Diners
Teenyboppers
DA Haircut
Blue suede loafers
Bunny hop
Sock Hops
Gumby
Quiff hairdo
Kit-Cat Klock
Flat tops
Tupperware
The Boomerang
Carhop (waiter/waitress on rollerskates) 
Elvis
Silly Putty
Bazooka Joe
TV Dinners 
Tiki culture
Spud Guns
Sideburns
Whiffle ball 
Bubble Gum Cigars
Hokey Pokey
Saddle Shoes
Beehive hair
Fast food
Chicken Dance
Watching for flying saucers
Pompadour hairdo
Beanie (cap)
Scrabble
Frisbees
Mr. Potato Head
Hula Hoop
Blue jeans
Blackjack Chewing Gum
Poodle cut hairdo
Pez
Paint-by-number
Hopalong Cassidy guns 
Coonskin Caps
Creepers (shoes)
Disneyland
3D Movies
Davy Crockett
Poodle Skirts
Neon signs
Droodle (cartoon)
The Red Scare / Commies 
Cinch belts
Telephone Booth Stuffing
James Dean
TV tray
Crew Cuts
Legos
Ant Farms
Slinky




Recycled Vinyl Record Bowl


If you don't have an old record collection, you can buy records very reasonably at thrift stores and yard sales. 

These recycled retro record bowls make wonderful containers for potpourri - or you can line them with a doily or paper coffee filter and use them at parties to serve chips and crackers.


Supplies:

old vinyl record album
large ovenproof bowl
oven
oven gloves


Instructions:

1. Preheat the oven to 150 degrees. 

2. Place the record on top of a large bowl turned upside down and carefully place in the oven. 

3. Heat for about five minutes or until record begins to soften and melt.

4. Wearing oven gloves, quickly remove from the oven. Flip the bowl the right way up and press the record into it so that it takes on the bowl shape. You'll find that the sides will curl in a fluted design, similar to the bowl in our picture.

5. While the record is hot and pliable, you can adjust the shape to your liking. If necessary, reheat for a short time to make adjustments.
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Record Album Mail Organizer


Supplies:

an old record
an oven
a cookie sheet
a bowl
Instructions:
1. Turn your oven up to 200 degrees. 
2. Place an overturned bowl on a cookie sheet and center your record on the bowl. Place in oven for 2 minutes. 
3. After 2 minutes, check to see how malleable the vinyl has become. If the record has totally flopped downwards towards the cookie sheet, take it out of the oven. If not, leave in for another minute and check again. 
4. When the vinyl can be shaped with ease, remove from oven and bend one 1/3 of the record toward the center to make a lopsided taco shape. 
5. Then lay the record flat on the cookie sheet and put a plate in between the folded sides of the record (like the taco filling, if you will), so the record will flop over a bit more. 
6. Put in oven for another minute or two. 
7. Remove, let cool, and hang on wall however you like. 

How to Make a Melting Clock

I don't listen to any of my old records, but I really like to have them around.
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Step 1  Find a Record
The goal in finding a record is one where the small label in the middle of the record is what matters. Another key thing to look for is a cheap and floppy…





Step 2  Toss It in the Oven
Preheat your oven to100C and toss in the record for a couple minutes. When it's thoroughly flopping about, yank it out and run to a table to do the next step. Run! It hardens quickly! 





Step 3   Shape
Find a nice and level table with a straight edge and hang the record over the side of it. Make sure the label is aligned to your supreme satisfaction and flatten out the record on the tabletop. You can try to shape the hanging vinyl, but I've found that the random curves that form on their own are typically fantastic and do a lovely job of reflecting the light. 





Step 4  Dismantle a Clock or buy the movements 

You can easily open it up to get the clock movement and hands out of it. Just be sure to ditch the second hand. It makes far too much noise to merit being included. 






Step 5  Glue in Movement
Use some hot glue or other adhesive you prefer and glue the movement to the record. The hole in the middle is plenty big enough for the movement to poke through. For an extra detail, be sure to center it.





Step 6  Modify Hands
Here are the hands from the clock attached to the record. Both hands stick out past the label. The back on black is appealing, but useless, so the hands need to be cut short. You can see the results in the next step.





Step 7  Attach Hands
Here are the hands now attached to the clock. Easy easy.





Step 8  Drill Hole
A cool clock looks pretty good when it's falling, but the impact on the ground is a bummer. Drill a hole in the horizontal part of the clock to accommodate a nail.





Step 9  Hang
Now you can hang the clock on a mantle or a bookshelf. The trick is to find a place that has enough room for the clock movement.  Once you do, be sure to nail the clock down so that it doesn't fall off. 
Make A Poodle Skirt


A poodle skirt is a wide swing or circle skirt is a blast from the past. Appliqués often decorated these skirts, and the most popular of all the appliqués was the poodle. Below you will find some tips to help you make your own poodle skirt. 
1.  Determine the Yardage Needed

Measure from your natural waist down to where you would like you skirt to fall. The hemlines of the poodle skirts varied, falling anywhere from just above the knee to just below the knee. Multiply that number by 2. Measure across your waist, from one hip to the other. Add this measurement to the previous total. This represents the diameter of the skirt. 
2.  Decide What Fabric to Use

Many poodle skirts were made of felt, but you can choose other fabrics as well, such as duck cloth or any fabric that has some heft. The fabric does not have to be one solid color, either, but may be plaid or striped. 
3.  Cut Out Your Poodle Skirt

Tape some paper together to create a piece large enough to accommodate a circle of the skirt diameter. Lay it on the wrong side of your fabric. If the fabric isn't big enough, sew two pieces of fabric together. Measure your waist and cut a circle in the center of the circle to accommodate your waist. 
4.  Finish the Skirt

Make a waistband for the skirt. Cut a rectangle that's 5 inches wide and 2 inches longer than your waist measurement. Fold the fabric in half, right sides together, and press it flat. Open the fabric, press up both lengths and widths 1/2 inch. Sew the ends together so that it's one continuous piece. Slip it over the top of the waist opening, and hand-sew it to the skirt on the front and back. Pick apart the side seam on the inside of the waistband. Cut elastic that's 1 inch longer than your waist. Attach a safety pin to the end of the elastic and feed it through the waistband and out through the opening on the other side. Sew the two ends of the elastic together, and sew up the side seam. 

Turn up the bottom of the poodle skirt, press it, and secure it with hem tape. 

Make Saddle Shoes



Nothing accentuates a pair of rolled-up 1950s jeans or a vintage poodle skirt better than a pair of saddle shoes. Converting your old tennis shoes into fashionable saddle shoes is simple---and cheap. Before you know it, you will be bopping along to your favorite rock-and-roll tunes in your stylish new puppies. Let's get moving, Daddy-o.

Instructions

Things You'll Need:

1 pair white Keds or similar sneakers-- this project won't work with just any tennis shoes
Black acrylic paint

Acrylic gloss

Paint brushes

Black Sharpie permanent marker

1.  1.  Paint the tongue, but not the grommets.  Apply black acrylic paint to the instep of the shoes, in the same fashion as a saddle shoe. Be sure to leave the canvas around the eyelets and sole alone, but do paint the tongue.
2.  As the paint is drying, you can color in the small areas around the eyelets and sole with a black Sharpie.
3.  Apply a coat of acrylic gloss over the dried black paint. This will make your new saddle shoes stand out.
4.  Let the gloss dry and then lace up your new DIY saddle shoes.
1950s Historical Overview Websites
American Cultural History

http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade50.html
The 1950s Index
http://www.fiftiesweb.com/fifties.htm
1950s Retrospective 
http://www.retro-housewife.com/life-in-the-1950s.html
A Century in Review—by 4th and 5th graders

http://www.kidsnewsroom.org/elmer/infocentral/frameset/decade/1950.htm
Facts of the 1950s--with links

http://answers.encyclopedia.com/question/some-facts-history-1950-141418.html
Quick Timeline of the 1950s

http://history1900s.about.com/od/timelines/tp/1950timeline.htm
The History Channel’s overview of the 1950s

http://www.history.com/topics/1950s
Civil Rights

http://reportingcivilrights.loa.org/timeline/?decade=1950
Space Timelines
www.nasa.gov
http://www.space.com/news/spacehistory/greatest_space_events_1950s-1.html
Inventions of the 1950s

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/pop/inventions.htm
The Marshall Plan—50th Anniversary

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/
The Cold War International History

http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=topics.home&topic_id=1409
The Warsaw Pact

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1955warsawpact.html
http://memory.loc.gov/frd/cs/soviet_union/su_appnc.html
More 1950s timelines

http://www.fashion-era.com/1950s/1950s_9_timeline_chart.htm
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe50s/worldevents_01.html
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/political-events-of-the-1950s.html
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1950.html
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/interesting-facts-about-the-1950s.html
Popular Baby Names from the 1950s
http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/babynames/decades/names1950s.html
Korean War Websites
http://www.history.com/topics/korean-war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/coldwar/korea_hickey_01.shtml
http://www.rt66.com/~korteng/SmallArms/TimeLine.htm
http://www.koreanwar.org/
http://home.earthlink.net/~gfeldmeth/chart.korea.html
Disneyland 

Disneyland opens

http://www.usc.edu/libraries/archives/la/disneyland/
Disneyland in visitor’s pictures 

http://theimaginaryworld.com/dtour01.html
Music Websites

The People’s History Popular Music from the 1950s

http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/50smusic.html
Music Charts of the 1950s

http://www.tunecharts.com/?1950s-Music:1950-Music-Charts
Number 1 hits list

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/music.htm
Fashion Websites
1950s Fashion History
http://www.fashion-era.com/1950s/
50s Fashions with links to other collections

http://www.retrowow.co.uk/retro_style/50s/50s_fashion.html
The Fifties Web Fashion

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/fashion/fashion-wg.htm
Fashion Accessories of the 1950s

http://www.fashion-era.com/1950s/1950s_2_fashion_accessories.htm
The Victoria and Albert Museum—1950s Wedding Fashions

http://www.vam.ac.uk/things-to-do/wedding-fashion/period/1950s
1950s Fashions

http://www.costumegallery.com/1950.htm
1950s Make-Up styles

http://makeup.lovetoknow.com/1950's_Makeup
http://www.goodeveningworld.com/1950s-make-up/
1950s Hairdos

http://www.lphouse.com/hairstyles-1950s.htm
Literature Websites

Cader Books Bestseller Lists—Statistics from Publisher’s Weekly

http://www.caderbooks.com/best50.html
Children’s Book Award Winners of the 1950s

http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade50.html
Movie and Television Websites
AMC Network Site’s Film History of the 1950s 
http://www.filmsite.org/50sintro.html
IMDB’s Best/Worst Films of the 1950s
http://www.imdb.com/chart/1950s
1950s Focus on American Films
http://www.tc.umn.edu/~ryahnke/film/cinema4.htm
50s TV Shows with links

http://www.crazyabouttv.com/decades/1950s.html
Food Websites
A selection of sites on foods of the 1950s—including foods introduced in the 1950s

http://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#1950s
http://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#50snew
http://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#50spopular
Trivia 
1. What was the first American credit card?

2. What radio personality began a 50+ year national broadcast career in 1950?

3. Which oft-married Hollywood actress married her first husband in 1950?

4. Which popular comic strip, featuring a boy and a dog, debuted in 1950?

5. Name the new heavyweight boxing champion as of August, 1950?

6. What still-used crime fighting innovation did the FBI institute in 1950?

7. What cowboy spawned the lunch box craze in 1950?

8. What Hollywood legend began his career in a 1950 television commercial?

9. What were “Cooties”?

10. Which war began in 1950?

11. What was a “flat top”?

12. On what was “butch wax” used?

13. What were “dibs”?

14. What was a “spaz”?

15. What was a “blast”?

16. What were you if you were endowed with a lot of “bread”?

17. If anyone were to “go ape” they would be…

18. What was a “pad”?
19. Which singer’s first record was “That’s Alright”?

20. What were women’s skirts with large appliqués of dogs called?

21. What were “greaser” hairdos called?

22. What time did “Little Susie” finally wake up?

23. What were the common colors of saddle shoes?

24. What toy did children spin around their waist?

25. What pop singers died on “The Day the Music Died”?

26. What early TV sitcom portrayed a woman and her friend who were always getting into trouble?

27. What popular woman’s clothing piece was invented by Allen Gant Sr. in 1959?

28. What popular snack food was developed from a crop by Fred Mennen in 1959?

29. What product ad claimed, “writes the first time, every time.”

30. Who were Able and Baker?

31. What fast food franchise first opened in 1955?

32. Who was the first “Tonight” Show host?

33. Who was on the very first Playboy Magazine Cover?

34. What candy “melts in your mouth, not in your hand”?

35. What was actor Robert Young’s TV family name?

36. The main sponsor of the early “Hit Parade” show was?

37. What character brought the term “cowabunga” into popular culture?

38. What type of organization was “The John Birch society”?

39. What price was a first class postage stamp in 1958?

40. Charles Van Doren finally lost his TV game show match in 1958. What was the show?

41. Who were Alvin, Simon and Theodore?

42. What singer received the very first Gold Record?

43. What musical received the first Gold Album?

44. Finish this famous TV commercial: “look Ma….”

45. The Rosenbergs were executed for what in 1953?

46. What was the name of Russia’s first man-made space satellite?

47. What was the “X-15”?

48. Tom and Jerry first appeared on “American Bandstand” in 1957. How were they later known?
1. Diners Club
2. Paul Harvey
3. Elizabeth Taylor
4. Peanuts
5. Ezzard Charles
6. 10 most wanted list
7. Hopalong Cassidy
8. James Dean
9. Korean War
10. Imaginary insects 
11. Boy’s haircut
12. Hair
13. Claims
14. Uncoordinated person
15. A good time 
16. Rich
17. Be angry, crazy, nuts
18. Residence, home
19. Elvis Presley
20. Poodle skirts
21. Ducktails or “DA”s”
22. Four o’clock
23. Brown and white
24. Hula Hoop
25. Buddy Holly, Richie Valens, Bip Bopper
26. I love Lucy
27. Panty Hose
28. Jiffy Popcorn
29. BIC pens
30. First space monkeys
31. Mc Donald’s
32. Steve Allen
33. Marilyn Monroe
34. M & M’s
35. Anderson
36. Lucky Strike cigarettes
37. Chief Thunderbird (on Howdy Doody)
38. Anti-communist
39. Four cents
40. Twenty One
41. The Chipmunks
42. Perry Como
43. Oklahoma
44. … no cavities!”
45. Espionage and treason
46. Sputnik
47. Rocket aircraft
48. Simon and Garfunkel
Fifties Party Food Ideas:

Prepare food that would fit the authentic drive-in style meal. You can prepare the food yourself or get it from on the fast food restaurants. If you have a classic drive-in restaurant in your area, then order food there - it will be more "authentic".

*Burgers & Fries
*Toaster Sandwiches
*Chicken Salad
*Pizza
*Tortilla Wraps
*Hot Dogs
*Onion Rings
*Sundaes
*Shortcakes
Fifties Party Drink Ideas:
*Root Beer Floats
*Lemonade
*Ice Tea
*Flavored Sodas
*Slushes
*Chocolate/Vanilla Malts
*Milk Shakes

Play 1950s Bingo
1. Print out your People And Events Of The 1950s bingo boards.

2. Give one card to each player.

3. Call off words randomly, for example by using the call list below. You can either just say a word, like "Frank Sinatra", or you can make up a more involved clue involving Frank Sinatra.

4. When a word is called, each player should find it and mark it.

5. The first player(s) to clear five words in any direction (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) wins.And
 1950s Bingo Cards
	22nd Amendment
	Alaska
	American Bandstand
	Beatniks
	Blacklist

	Blue jeans
	Brown v. Board of Ed.
	Civil rights
	Cold War
	Dwight Eisenhower

	Ed Sullivan
	Elvis Presley
	Frank Sinatra
	Hawaii
	Hula hoop

	Hydrogen bomb
	I Love Lucy
	Interstates
	Jack Kerouac
	James Dean

	Joseph McCarthy
	Korean War
	Martin Luther King
	Rosa Parks
	Television


