Kentucky Travel Resources

Programming Ideas

· Read Around the State—display and discuss books by Kentucky Authors or featuring Kentucky locales
· Pick a Kentucky author or Kentucky set book for book discussion—KDLA website had many book discussion kits to choose from!

· Have a Demonstration program—demonstrate crafts and lost arts such as candle making, soap making, quilting, crocheting, tatting, canning and preserving

· Host a quilting bee

· Kentucky Quilt Trails—discuss the quilts painted on barns throughout the state—check out this website for contact information  http://artscouncil.ky.gov/QTrails/QTrails.htm
· Pick movies set in or about Kentucky and have a film festival

· Celebrate local history

· Make a PowerPoint presentation on the state or your county and take to the nursing home/assisted living/adult day care center

· Host a program or demonstration on local foods, regional cooking and recipes
· Scrapbook vacation pictures

· Have a trivia night focusing on state history, events and people

· Consider hosting a series of programs with the County Cooperative Extension Service

Brief History of Kentucky
Modern archaeologists classify Kentucky's prehistoric past into six cultures which spanned from 13,000 BC to 1,650 AD. These cultures were the Paleo-Indian culture; the Archaic culture; the Woodland culture; the Adena culture; the Mississippian culture and the Fort Ancient culture. From about 1650 until the arrival of the first white settlers, Shawnee tribes from north of the Ohio River, and the Cherokee and Chickasaw tribes from south of the Cumberland River, fought for control of the "Great Meadow." During this time, no Indian nation held possession of the land that would eventually become Kentucky. 

Dr. Thomas Walker and Christopher Gist led the first surveying parties into Kentucky in 1750 and 1751, respectively, but the outbreak of the French and Indian War in 1754 delayed further exploration of the state for over a decade. Daniel Boone visited Kentucky in 1767, and in 1769, with a party of hunters led by John Finley, he returned to Kentucky for a two-year exploration of the region. In 1774, James Harrod constructed the first permanent settlement in Kentucky at Fort Harrod, the site of present-day Harrodsburg. Boonesboro was established in 1775, and many other settlements were created soon after. 

The last major Indian raid in Kentucky occurred at the Battle of Blue Licks in 1782, although small skirmishes and raids would continue until 1813. Kentucky was originally declared to be a part of Virginia and was made a separate county of that state in 1776. Soon after the end of the American Revolution, a separation movement began in Kentucky. In 1792, after nine conventions to discuss the separation, Kentucky was made a separate state and was admitted to the Union as the fifteenth state. Isaac Shelby was chosen as the first governor. Kentucky's first constitution was drafted in April and May of that year (the constitution was rewritten in 1800, and again in 1850 and 1891), and Frankfort was chosen to be the site of the state capital. In 1818, the westernmost region of the state was annexed, following its purchase from the Chicasaw Indians. 

When the Civil War erupted in 1861, Kentucky was torn apart by conflicting loyalties. Officially a neutral state, brother often fought against brother as Kentucky supplied approximately 100,000 troops to the North and 40,000 troops to the South. Ironically, Kentucky was the birthplace of the Union president, Abraham Lincoln, and the Confederate president, Jefferson Davis. The two great men were born in log cabins within one year and 100 miles of each other. Kentucky's strategic potential was recognized by both sides in the conflict, and several bloody engagements and many guerrilla raids occurred throughout the state. The most violent battle took place near Perryville in 1862, with a toll of 1,600 dead and 5,400 wounded. 

After the Civil war, Kentucky's economy underwent dramatic changes. As the hemp industry declined, the development of burley tobacco contributed to a tremendous increase in tobacco production. 

The U.S. Treasury Gold Vault was established at Fort Knox in 1936. During World War II, Kentucky began to shift from an agricultural to an industrial economy, but it was not until 1970 that the state had more urban than rural dwellers. Tourism developed into a major industry, aided by an impressive state park system and new highways across the state. 

Kentucky Historical Timeline

· 1739 - Capt. Charles de Longueuil discovers Big Bone Lick 

· 1750 - Thomas Walker explores Kentucky through the Cumberland Gap 

· 1751 - Christopher Gist explores area along Ohio River. 

· 1763 - France cedes area including Kentucky to Britain. 

· 1769 - Daniel Boone and John Finley first saw the far distant Bluegrass atop Pilot Knob, now in Powell County. The recorded date is June 7, 1769. 

· 1774 - James Harrod constructed the first permanent settlement in Kentucky at Fort Harrod. 1774. James Harrod starts building Harrodstown (Harrodsburg); Indians force settlers to withdraw; settlers return in 1775. 

· 1775 - Daniel Boone builds the Wilderness Trail and establishes Fort Boonesborough 

· 1776 - Harrodsburg settlers, jealous of Boonesborough, send George Rogers Clark and John Jones to ask for Virginia's aid; Virginia declares Transylvania Land Company illegal; creates Kentucky County. 

· 1778 - The longest siege in United States frontier history was the thirteen-day siege of Fort Boonesborough in September 1778. 

· 1779 - The First Baptist Church west of the Allegheny Mountains was formed at Elizabethtown. 

· 1780- Transylvania University opens its doors, making it the oldest college west of the Allegheny Mountains.  

· 1782 - "Last battle of American Revolution" fought at Blue Licks, near Mount Olivet. 

· 1784 - First of ten conventions held to prepare way for separation of Kentucky from Virginia. 

· 1791 - Upper Spottsvania Baptist Church Left In 1791 For Floyd County, Kentucky From Virginia Leading the Wagon train was Rev. Lewis Craig and Capt. William Ellis. 

· 1792 - Kentucky becomes the 15th state on June 1, 1792. June 1; governor, Isaac Shelby; capital, Lexington, then Frankfort. 

· 1794 - On July 4, 1794, Col. William Price, Revolutionary War veteran, held the first Independence Day celebration in the West, in Jessamine County. 

· 1796 - Wilderness Road opened to wagons. 

· 1798 - Legislature passes Kentucky Resolutions opposing United States Alien and Sedition Acts. 

· 1801 - The great church camp meeting at Cane Ridge in Bourbon County was attended by more than 20,000. 

· 1811 - Henry Clay elected to Congress from Kentucky. New Orleans, first steamboat on Ohio River, stops at Louisville; Enterprise reaches Louisville from New Orleans, La., in 1815. 

· 1812 - Kentuckians bear brunt of war with England north of the Ohio and in New Orleans. 

· 1818 - Westernmost region of the state was annexed, following its purchase from the Chickasaw Indians. 

· 1819 - The first commercial oil well was on the Cumberland River in McCreary County Kentucky in 1819. 

· 1830 - Louisville and Portland Canal opened. 

· 1849 - Zachary Taylor, Kentucky hero of Mexican War, becomes 12th president of United States. 

· 1850 - Kentucky was the 8th most populated state in the nation in the 1850 census. There were 982,405 citizens listed. 

· 1861 - Civil War Kentucky had supplied about 86,000 troops to the north and 40,000 troops to the south. Ironically, south-central Kentucky was the birthplace of both the Union president, Abraham Lincoln, and the Confederate president, Jefferson Davis, further enhancing the state's dualistic role in the Civil War 

· 1862 - The bloodiest Civil War Battle to be fought on Kentucky soil was the Battle of Perryville, Oct. 8, 1862. 

· 1865 - University of Kentucky founded at Lexington. 

· 1875 - First Kentucky Derby runs at Churchill Downs. 

· 1891 - Present state constitution adopted. 

· 1892 - The radio was invented by a Kentuckian named Nathan B. Stubblefield of Murray in 1892. 

· 1899-1900 - Kentucky experienced four different governors in less than three months time, between early December of 1899 and early February of 1900. 

· 1900 - Governor William Goebel was shot by an assassin on January 30, 1900. He died on February 3, 1900 

· 1909 - Present State Capitol completed. 

· 1912 - McCreary County, the last to be created of Kentucky's 120 counties, was formed in 1912. It is the only one formed in the 20th century. 

· 1904-1909 - The Black Patch War ends a tobacco-buying monopoly 

· 1921 - In 1921 the law passed making it legal for women to serve on juries. 

· 1926 - The cardinal was adopted as Kentucky's state bird and the goldenrod as the state flower in 1926 

· 1933 - The Tennessee Valley Authority begin building dams in Kentucky 

· 1936 - The last legal public hanging in Kentucky took place August 14, 1936 in Owensboro. Florence Thompson was the first female sheriff in Davis County History. She was in charge of Kentucky's last legal hanging.   

· 1937 - Worst Ohio River flood occurs. United States gold depository built at Fort Knox. 

· 1944 - Kentucky Dam on Tennessee River completed by Tennessee Valley Authority. 

· 1946 - Frederick M. Vinson, born in 1890 in Louisa, is appointed chief justice of the United States. 

· 1950 - Atomic energy plant built near Paducah. 

· 1951 - Wolf Creek Dam on Cumberland River dedicated. 

· 1959 - Cumberland Gap National Historical Park dedicated. 

· 1961 - It takes 20,000 plants to decorate Kentucky's Floral Clock. The clock was dedicated May 4, 1961 by Governor Bert T. Combs. 

· 1962 - Kentucky is first state given control of certain nuclear energy materials by federal government. 

· 1964 - Western Kentucky Parkway opened; Kentucky Central Parkway, in 1965. 

· 1966 - Kentucky is first Southern state to pass a comprehensive civil rights law. 

· 1969 - The Tennessee Valley Authority builds a steam-generating plant in Paradise 

· 1977 - Nightclub fire in Southgate kills 164 persons. 

· 1988 - Voters approve the establishment of a state lottery. 

· 1990 - The Kentucky Education Reform Act is passed 

 

Famous Kentuckians

The asterisk (*) symbol next to a name means that the individual was not born in Kentucky.
Explorers & Pioneers

Daniel Boone* (1734-1820) Famous hunter and explorer who founded Fort Boonesborough in Kentucky.  

Kit Carson (1809-1868) Famous western explorer and military commander; born in Richmond, Kentucky.

George Rogers Clark* (1752-1818) Military leader who fought to defend the Kentucky frontier. 

William Clark* (1770-1838) Younger brother of George Rogers Clark; accompanied Meriwether Lewis on the famous Lewis and Clark Expedition to the West.

Floyd Collins (1887-1925) Famous cave explorer who discovered Crystal Cave near Mammoth Cave.

James Harrod* (1742-1793) Frontiersman and founder of Fort Harrodsburg, the first permanent settlement in Kentucky.

Captain John “Jack” Jouett* (1754-1822) Rode to warn Thomas Jefferson and other prominent founders about the British plan to capture them; known as the Paul Revere of the South.

Simon Kenton* (1755-1836) Frontiersman, explorer, and soldier for Daniel Boone and George Rogers Clark. 

Dr. Thomas Walker* (1715-1794) Led the first documented expedition through the Cumberland Gap.
 

Political, Social and Military Leaders

Daniel Carter Beard (1850-1941) Founder of Boy Scouts of America in 1910.

George Barry Bingham, Sr. (1906-1988) Head of Louisville Courier-Journal during a time when the newspaper won 7 Pulitzer Prizes and was ranked 10th in the nation. 

Montgomery Blair (1813-1883) Chief defense in the Dred Scot case and postmaster under Abraham Lincoln's administration. 

Louis Brandeis (1856-1941) Famous Supreme Court Justice who advocated for individual rights and a competitive economy.

John Cabell Breckinridge (1821-1875) Vice President under James Buchanan; fought in the Mexican and Civil War.

Madeline McDowell Breckinridge (1872-1920) National leader for in the women’s suffrage movement.

Sophonsiba Preston Breckinridge (1866-1948) First woman admitted into the Kentucky bar and first woman to receive a Ph.D in political science.

Cassius Marcellus Clay (1810-1903) Ambassador to Russia and founder of the Republican Party.

Henry Clay* (1777-1852) American statesman and two time presidential candidate; founder of the Whig Party; known as the “Great Compromiser.” 

Laura Clay (1849-1941) Women’s rights advocate and first President of the Equal Rights Association.

Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) First and only President of the Confederate States; later became Secretary of War under President Franklin Pierce.

John Marshall Harlan (1833-1911) Associate Supreme Court Justice famous for his opinion in Plessey v. Ferguson, which upheld the “separate but equal” doctrine. 

Richard M. Johnson (1780-1850) Vice President to Martin Van Buren and solider in the War of 1812. 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) President of the United States during the Civil War; authored the Emancipation Proclamation which freed the slaves.

Mary Todd Lincoln (1818-1882) First Lady of the United States; married to Abraham Lincoln. 

Rose Will Monroe (1920-1997) Known as Rosie the Riveter, a national icon for the efforts of American women during WWII.

John Hunt Morgan* (1825-1864) Confederate General who penetrated further North than any other confederate battalion. 

Georgia Davis Powers (1923-Present) Kentucky’s first female African American state senator; marched with Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1960’s.

Colonel Harland Sanders* (1890-1980) Founder of fast food giant Kentucky Fried Chicken.

John Thomas Scopes (1900-1970) Defendant in the famous Scopes-Monkey Trial for teaching evolution in a Tennessee school.

Franklin R. Sousley, PFC (1925-1945) Helped raise the American flag at Iwo Jima--making him a part of one of the most famous war images in history.

Adlai Stevenson (1835-1914) Vice President under Grover Cleveland.

Zachary Taylor *(1784-1953) Mexican War hero and 12th President of the United States.

Frederick Moore Vinson (1890-1953) U. S. Supreme Court Chief Justice, 1946-53.

Whitney M. Young (1921-1971) Civil rights leader and advisor to Presidents Johnson and Nixon; awarded Medal of Freedom in 1969.

Writers, Poets and Journalists

Daniel Carter Beard (1850-1941) Founder of Boy Scouts of America in 1910.

George Barry Bingham, Sr. (1906-1988) Head of Louisville Courier-Journal during a time when the newspaper won 7 Pulitzer Prizes and was ranked 10th in the nation. 

Montgomery Blair (1813-1883) Chief defense in the Dred Scot case and postmaster under Abraham Lincoln's administration. 

Louis Brandeis (1856-1941) Famous Supreme Court Justice who advocated for individual rights and a competitive economy.

John Cabell Breckinridge (1821-1875) Vice President under James Buchanan; fought in the Mexican and Civil War.

Madeline McDowell Breckinridge (1872-1920) National leader for in the women’s suffrage movement.

Sophonsiba Preston Breckinridge (1866-1948) First woman admitted into the Kentucky bar and first woman to receive a Ph.D in political science.

Cassius Marcellus Clay (1810-1903) Ambassador to Russia and founder of the Republican Party.

Henry Clay* (1777-1852) American statesman and two time presidential candidate; founder of the Whig Party; known as the “Great Compromiser.” 

Laura Clay (1849-1941) Women’s rights advocate and first President of the Equal Rights Association.

Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) First and only President of the Confederate States; later became Secretary of War under President Franklin Pierce.

John Marshall Harlan (1833-1911) Associate Supreme Court Justice famous for his opinion in Plessey v. Ferguson; which upheld the “separate but equal” doctrine. 

Richard M. Johnson (1780-1850) Vice President to Martin Van Buren and solider in the War of 1812. 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) President of the United States during the Civil War; authored the Emancipation Proclamation which freed the slaves.

Mary Todd Lincoln (1818-1882) First Lady of the United States; married to Abraham Lincoln. 

Rose Will Monroe (1920-1997) Known as Rosie the Riveter, a national icon for the efforts of American women during WWII.

John Hunt Morgan* (1825-1864) Confederate General who penetrated further North than any other confederate battalion. 

Georgia Davis Powers (1923-Present) Kentucky’s first female African American state senator; marched with Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1960’s.

Colonel Harland Sanders* (1890-1980) Founder of fast food giant Kentucky Fried Chicken.

John Thomas Scopes (1900-1970) Defendant in the famous Scopes-Monkey Trial for teaching evolution in a Tennessee school.

Franklin R. Sousley, PFC (1925-1945) Helped raise the American flag at Iwo Jima--making him a part of one of the most famous war images in history.

Adlai Stevenson (1835-1914) Vice President under Grover Cleveland.

Zachary Taylor *(1784-1953) Mexican War hero and 12th President of the United States.

Frederick Moore Vinson (1890-1953) U. S. Supreme Court Chief Justice, 1946-53.

Whitney M. Young (1921-1971) Civil rights leader and advisor to Presidents Johnson and Nixon; awarded Medal of Freedom in 1969.

Artists and Playwrights

John James Audubon* (1785-1851) Ornithologist, artist; began his work on the famous “Birds of America” in Kentucky.

Frank Duveneck (1848-1919) Painter, sculptor and educator; one of the most influential artists of the American Realist movement.

Joel Tanner Hart (1810-1877) Acclaimed as the greatest sculptor of his time; one of his greatest works was of fellow Kentuckian, Henry Clay.

Isaac Scott Hathaway (1872-1967) The first African American to be commissioned to design a coin; sculptor designer for the Smithsonian Institute. 

Matthew Harris Jouett (1787-1827) Painted more than 300 portraits; one of the most significant antebellum portraitists of the south.

Shirley Ardell Mason* (1923-1998) The model for the movie and book entitled Sybil, a famous depiction of multiple personality disorder. 

Paul Marvin Rudolph (1918-1997) Designed the School of Art and Architecture at Yale University in 1964; one of the most prominent Modernist architects in the United States.  

Paul Sawyier (1865-1917) American Impressionist landscape artist known for his watercolor views of Frankfort and the Kentucky River.

Gideon Shryock (1802-1880) Designed many prominent Kentucky buildings including the current State Capitol of Kentucky, Morrison Hall at Transylvania University, and the Franklin and Jefferson County courthouses. 

Moneta J. Sleet, Jr. (1926-1996) First black American to win the Pulitzer Prize in photography. 

Ellis Wilson (1899-1977) A pioneer of African American art.
Actors and Musicians

John Carpenter (1948-Present) Producer, director and writer of horror movies.

Steven Curtis Chapman (1962-Present) Christian music singer.

George Clooney (1961- Present) Academy Award winning actor, screenwriter, director, and activist.
 
Rosemary Clooney (1928-2002) Singing star on radio and in motion pictures including the perennial favorite, White Christmas; received a Grammy award in 2002 for lifetime achievement. 

Billy Ray Cyrus (1961-Present) Country singer best known for his song “Achy Breaky Heart” and acting on Hannah Montana.

Johnny Depp (1963-Present) Academy Award nominated actor.

The Everley Brothers Don (1937-Present) and Phil (1939-Present) Country and rockabilly singers who have sold over 35 million records and have had 15 number one singles.

Haven Gillespie (1888-1975) Wrote more than one thousand popular songs including “Santa Claus is Coming to Town.”

Nancy Green (1834-1923) The original Aunt Jemima.

Ashley Judd (1968-Present) Actress, activist, and daughter of famous country singer Naomi Judd.

The Judds Naomi (1946-Present) and Wynonna (1964-Present) Country music singers who won four Grammy’s and over 30 country music awards.

Patty Loveless (1957-Present) Country music singer.

Loretta Lynn (1935-Present) Country singer and songwriter; most famous for her song, “The Coal Miner’s Daughter.”

Bill Monroe (1911-1996) Known as “The Father of Bluegrass Music;” credited for perfecting the bluegrass music style.

John Michael Montgomery (1965-Present) Award-winning country music singer.

The Osborne Brothers Bobby (1931-Present) and Sonny (1937-Present) Created more national chart records than any other Bluegrass band. 

Joan Osborne (1962-Present) Singer-songwriter with seven Grammy nominations.

Gus Van Sant (1952-Present) Director, photographer, musician and author; most widely known as the director of Good Will Hunting.

Dwight Yoakam (1956-Present) Country music singer.

Atheletes and Sports Personalities

Earle B. Combs (1899-1976) Centerfielder for the Yankees from 1924-1935; elected to the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame in 1963 and to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1970.
Muhammad Ali (1942-Present) Retired American boxer and social leader; crowned “Sportsman of the Century” by Sports Illustrated.

Eddie Arcaro* (1916-1997) Won a record 5 Kentucky derbies and the only jockey to ride two Triple Crown winners. 

Jim Bunning (1931-Present) Hall of Fame pitcher from 1955-1971.  Only pitcher to throw a no hitter in both the National and American leagues; former U.S. Senator.


A.B. “Happy” Chandler (1898-1991) Twice Kentucky Governor and former Commissioner of Baseball. Chandler was key in integrating major league baseball with the signing of Jackie Robinson.

Denny Crum* (1937-Present) Coach of University of Louisville 1971-2001; won two National Championships and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1994.  

Ed Diddle (1895-1970) Coach of Western Kentucky University from 1922-64; first man to play 1,000 games at the same university.

Joe Fulks (1921-1976) Hall of Fame professional basketball player; invented the “jump shot,” Athlete of the Year in 1948.

Darrell Griffith (1958-Present) NBA Rookie of the Year in 1981; spent his entire 11 year career with the Utah Jazz.

Joe B. Hall (1928-Present) University of Kentucky basketball coach; four-time SEC Coach of the Year; led UK to 8 SEC Championships.

Clem Haskins (1943-Present) Basketball player and coach; first African American male basketball coach at WKU, where he also played. 

Roy Kidd (1931-Present) Eastern Kentucky University football coach from 1961-2003. Third most wins by a football coach at a single school.

Man o’ War (1917-1941) Won 20 out of 21 starts and set five world records; elected Horse of the Century by the Associated Press.

Tamara McKinney (1962-Present) Skier; only woman to win an overall World Cup Championship (1983).

Tori Murden-McClure (1963-Present) First American and first woman to row across the Atlantic alone.
 
Pee Wee Reese (1918-1999) Hall of Fame baseball player; named to the All-star team 8 times; was a member on the only Dodgers World Series team (1955). 

Ralph Waldo Rose (1885-1913) Olympic gold medalist three times in the shot put; first to throw it over 50ft.

Adolph Rupp (1907-1977) Head coach of the Kentucky Wildcats from 1930-1972; led them to 27 SEC Championships and four NCAA Championships. 

Mary Meagher (1965-Present) Olympic Swimmer known as “Madame Butterfly”; set seven world records and won three gold medals in the 1984 Olympics.

Danny Sullivan (1950-Present) Auto racer; 1980 Rookie of the Year and winner of the Indy 500.

Darrell Waltrip (1947-Present) Auto racer; winner of the 1989 Daytona 500 and three time winner of the NASCAR Winston Cup Championship.  

Michael Waltrip (1963-Present) Auto racer; 2001 Daytona 500 winner; younger brother of Darrell Waltrip.

Scientists, Inventors and Physicians

John Colgan (1840-1916) Developed sweetened chewing gum, and Colgan’s Taffy Tolu.

Frank Talbert Etscorn, III (1945-Present) Developed the nicotine patch in 1980 to help millions quit smoking.

John Fitch* (1743-1798) Formulated the idea of the steamboat and patented it in 1791. 

Margaret Ingles (1892-1971) First woman to receive a degree of Mechanical Engineer; pioneered the development of the air conditioner.
  
Frederick McKinley Jones (1893-1961) Invented play-back movie projectors enabling talking picture shows; he also invented the portable x-ray machine and automatic refrigeration units for trains, ships, and trucks.  

Joel Irvine Lyle (1896-1942) Co-founder of Carrier Engineering Corporation; developed the first air conditioning system.

Ephraim McDowell* (1771-1830) Surgeon and founder of modern abdominal surgery; performed the first successful removal of an ovarian tumor. 

Garrett A. Morgan (1877-1963) Patented the world’s first gas mask and invented a traffic signal that is the basis for our modern system.

Thomas Hunt Morgan (1866-1945) Biologist and Noble Prize winner for his genetic research.

Phillip A. Sharp (1944-Present) Nobel Prize winner for his discovery of the split gene and for advancing the research of cancer and hereditary diseases.

Nathan B. Stubblefield (1860-1928) Successfully verified wireless voice transmission (radio).

Regions

Kentucky is composed of five geographic regions: the Bluegrass Region, the Cumberland Plateau, the Western Coal Field, the Pennyroyal Region, and the Jackson Purchase Region. 
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Bluegrass Region: In the northern central area of Kentucky lies the Bluegrass Region. This area extends into Ohio but is bordered in Kentucky on the north and west by the Ohio River. This area of Kentucky is characterized by rolling meadows in the central portion and by sandstone "knobs" on the eastern, southern, and western edges. These areas are referred to as the Knobs Region.

Cumberland Plateau (Knobs and Eastern Mountains and Coalfields): The Appalachian Plateau which extends from New York to Alabama is referred to as the Cumberland Plateau in Kentucky. This area, in the eastern portion of the state, consists of mountains, plateaus, and valleys. The Cumberland and Pine mountain ranges are found in this region of Kentucky as well as Black Mountain, the highest point in the state.

Western Coal Field: Northwestern Kentucky is a land of hills bordered by the Ohio River on the north, and the Pennyroyal region on the east, west, and south. It's called the Western Coal Field because of its large coal deposits. Farmland borders the Ohio River in the Western Coal Field.

Pennyroyal Region: The Pennyroyal Region (also called Pennyrile) stretches along the southern border of Kentucky from the Appalachian Plateau west all the way to Kentucky Lake. The southern portion of the Pennyroyal Region consists of flat lands with some rolling hills. In the center of the region lies a treeless area called The Barrens. The northern section consists of rocky ridges. Under this rocky area are underground caves and tunnels. Mammoth Cave is located in the Pennyroyal region. By the way, the Pennyroyal region is named after the small herb that grows there.

Jackson Purchase Region: In the far western tip of Kentucky is the Jackson Purchase Region, part of greater Gulf Plains Region that starts at the Gulf of Mexico and extends north to Illinois. This area is bordered on the east by Kentucky Lake. To the north is the Ohio River; to the west, the Mississippi River. This area is characterized by flood plains with low hills. The Mississippi River crosses the Madrid Fault zone here. Earthquakes in 1811 and 1812 caused the Mississippi River to flow backwards! Reelfoot Lake, near the Tennessee border was created when this happened.
Counties
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Kentucky has 120 counties, third in the U.S. behind Texas' 254 and Georgia's 159. The original motivation for having so many counties was to ensure that residents in the days of poor roads and horseback travel could make a round trip from their home to the county seat and back in a single day. Later, however, politics began to play a part, with citizens who disagreed with the present county government simply petitioning the state to create a new county. However, in 1891, the Kentucky Constitution placed stricter limits on county creation, which has allowed for only one new county creation since then.
 
State Historic Sites
Kentucky State Historic Sites offer a physical insight into the deep and interesting history of the people and events that have shaped Kentucky.  Though there are only 11 State Historic Sites, there hundreds of additional historic homes, buildings, and battlefields that you can visit.
For more information, you can also visit the Kentucky Department of Parks historic sites webpage.

Boone Station: Lexington, KY
Constitution Square: Danville, KY
Dr. Thomas Walker: Barbourville, KY
Isaac Shelby Cemetery: Stanford, KY
Jefferson Davis Monument: Fairview, KY
Old Mulkey Meeting House: Tompkinsville, KY
Perryville Battlefield: Perryville, KY
Waveland Museum: Lexington, KY
White Hall: Richmond, KY
Wickliffe Mounds: Wickliffe, KY
William Whitley House: Stanford, KY
State Resort Parks

Given Kentucky’s wealth of natural wonders and resources, it’s no surprise that it is home to seventeen state resort parks—more than any other state.   The Kentucky Department of Parks protects and maintains these destinations for the enjoyment of visitors from all over the world.  They are great for a daytrip or longer vacation!  Many offer lodging, dining, camping, hiking, and other recreational activities for your enjoyment.
The 17 Kentucky State Resort Parks are:
Barren River Lake: Lucas, KY
Highlights: 10,000-acre lake, water sports, hiking and biking trails.

Blue Licks Battlefield: Mt. Olivet, KY
Highlights: Pioneer Museum, Nature Preserve, and canoe trips.

Buckhorn Lake: Buckhorn, KY
Highlights: Daniel Boone Forest

Carter Caves: Olive Hill, KY
Highlights: Cave tours, canoe trips, trails.

Cumberland Falls: Corbin, KY
Highlights: Natural falls, whitewater rafting, and other water sports.

Dale Hollow Lake: Burkesville, KY
Highlights: 28,000-acre lake, horse camp sites, horse and biking trails, scuba diving.

General Butler: Carrollton, KY
Highlights: Variety of rental boats, historic home and other sites.

Greenbo Lake: Greenup, KY
Highlights: Water sports, amphitheater.

Jenny Wiley: Prestonsburg, KY
Highlights: Summer theatre, elk-sighting tours, trails.

Kenlake: Hardin, KY
Highlights: 170,000-acre lake,  Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area.

Kentucky Dam Village: Gilbertsville, KY
Highlights: 170,000-acre lake,  Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area.

Lake Barkley: Cadiz, KY
Highlights: Lake region, extensive lodge.

Lake Cumberland: Jamestown, KY
Highlights: 60,000 acre lake, water sports.

Natural Bridge: Slade, KY
Highlights: Hiking, sightseeing, located near Red River Gorge Geological Area

Pennyrile Forest: Dawson Springs, KY
Highlights: Boat rentals, golf course.

Pine Mountain: Pineville, KY
Highlights: Hosts the annual Mountain Laurel Festival, golf course.

Rough River: Falls of Rough, KY
Highlights: 5,000-acre lake, water sports.
State Recreation Parks

The State Recreation Parks, small-scale versions of the State Resort parks, offer family-friendly environments, leisure sports, and educational opportunities.  Many of them feature museums, nature centers, camping, fishing, swimming, golf, hiking, sightseeing, and more.
The 24 State Recreation Parks include:
	John James Audubon: Henderson
Ben Hawes: Owensboro
Big Bone Lick: Union
Carr Creek: Sassafrass
Columbus-Belmont: Columbus
E.P. 'Tom' Sawyer: Louisville
Fishtrap Lake: Pikeville
Fort Boonesborough: Richmond
General Burnside Island: Burnside
Grayson Lake: Olive Hill
Green River Lake: Campbellsville
Kincaid Lake: Falmouth
	Kingdom Come: Cumberland
Levi Jackson: London
Lincoln Homestead: Springfield
Lake Malone: Dunmore
Mineral Mound: Eddyville
My Old Kentucky Home: Bardstown
Nolin Lake: Bee Spring
Old Fort Harrod: Harrodsburg
Paintsville Lake: Staffordsville
Pine Mountain Trail Development
Taylorsville Lake: Taylorsville
Yatesville Lake: Louisa


National Parks in Kentucky

There are five National Parks located either fully or partially in Kentucky: 
	Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site
Hodgenville, Ky.

Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area
Oneida, Ky. and Tennessee. 

Cumberland Gap National Historic Park 
Middlesboro, Ky. 

Mammoth Cave National Park
Mammoth Cave, Ky.
As the longest recorded cave system in the world, Mammoth Cave is a geologic wonder on the level of the Grand Canyon and Niagara Falls. You can take a variety of tours through its underground caverns and above ground scenery.  To learn more, you can also visit the Mammoth Cave website. 

Trail of Tears National Historic Trail 
Runs through nine states. 


Fairs & Festivals

Kentucky Derby: The most famous horse race in the world, this sporting event brings to mind big hats, beautiful roses, and fast horses. It is run annually on the first Saturday in May at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky. Along with the Preakness and Belmont races, it is the first jewel of the coveted Triple Crown of Thoroughbred racing. 
International Bar-B-Q Festival: Held annually in Owensboro, the International Bar-B-Q Festival is a spectacle, festival, and competition for backyard cooks from all over the world.  Spectators attend for the food and entertainment while Bar-B-Q chefs compete for the coveted Governor's Cup.
Fancy Farm Picnic: Every year on the first Saturday in August, picnickers, politicians, and political enthusiasts descend on Mayfield, Kentucky for a day of great food and charged political speeches.
Thunder Over Louisville: This annual aircraft show and fireworks display is the largest annual fireworks show in the nation.  The event takes place on the banks of the Ohio River in Louisville, Kentucky.  It is usually considered the kickoff for the Kentucky Derby Festival.
Kentucky State Fair: The Kentucky State Fair takes place at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville, Kentucky every August.  Thousands of vendors and agencies set up booths in the main hall, and the smell of funnel cakes, burgers, and other festival food fill the fair site. Some of the events include the World Championship Horse Show, quilt making, pig chasing, and the ugliest lamp competition.
Kentucky Trivia
1. The town of Murray is home to the Boy Scouts of America Scouting Museum located on the campus of Murray State University. 
  

2. The Kentucky Derby is the oldest continuously held horse race in the country. It is held at Churchill Downs in Louisville on the first Saturday in May. 
  

3. The Bluegrass Country around Lexington is home to some of the world's finest racehorses. 
  

4. Kentucky was a popular hunting ground for the Shawnee and Cherokee Indian nations prior to being settled by white settlers. 
  

5. In 1774 Harrodstown (now Harrodsburg) was established as the first permanent settlement in the Kentucky region. It was named after James Harrod who led a team of area surveyors. 
  

6. The old official state tree was the Kentucky coffee tree (Gymnocladus dioicus.) The tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera) is the current official state tree. The change was made in 1976. 
  

7. Cheeseburgers were first served in 1934 at Kaelin's restaurant in Louisville. 
  

8. Chevrolet Corvettes are manufactured in Bowling Green. 
  

9. Mammoth Cave is the world's longest cave and was first promoted in 1816, making it the second oldest tourist attraction in the United States. Niagara Falls, New York is first. 
  

10. Begun in 1819 the first commercial oil well was on the Cumberland River in McCreary County. 
  

11. The first Miss America from Kentucky is Heather Renee French. She was crowned September 18, 1999. 
  

12. The first Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurant owned and operated by Colonel Sanders is located in Corbin. 
  

13. Kentucky is the state where both Abraham Lincoln, President of the Union, and Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, were born. They were born less than one hundred miles and one year apart. 
  

14. Cumberland Falls is the only waterfall in the world to regularly display a Moonbow. It is located just southwest of Corbin. 
  

15. Fleming County is recognized as the Covered Bridge Capital of Kentucky. 
  

16. Shelby County is recognized as the Saddlebred Capital of Kentucky. 
  

17. The town of Corbin was the birthplace of old time movie star Arthur Lake whose real surname was Silverlake: He played the role of Dagwood in the "Blondie" films of the 1930s and ‘40s. Lake's parents were trapeze artists billed as The Flying Silverlakes. 
  

18. Christian County is wet while Bourbon County is dry. Barren County has the most fertile land in the state. 
  

19. Thunder Over Louisville is the opening ceremony for the Kentucky Derby Festival and is the world's largest fireworks display. 
  

20. More than 100 native Kentuckians have been elected governors of other states. 
  

21. In 1888, "Honest Dick" Tate the state treasurer embezzled $247,000 and fled the state. 
  

22. The song "Happy Birthday to You" was the creation of two Louisville sisters in 1893. 
  

23. Teacher Mary S. Wilson held the first observance of Mother's Day in Henderson in 1887. It was made a national holiday in 1916. 
  

24. The great Man o' War won all of his horse races except one which he lost to a horse named Upset. 
  

25. The first town in the United States to be named for the first president was Washington. It was named in 1780. 
 

26. The first American performance of a Beethoven symphony was in Lexington in 1817. 
  

27. Post-It Notes are manufactured exclusively in Cynthiana. The exact number made annually of these popular notes is a trade secret. 
  

28. Kentucky was the 15th state to join the Union and the first on the western frontier. 
  

29. Bluegrass is not really blue--its green--but in the spring bluegrass produces bluish purple buds that when seen in large fields give a blue cast to the grass. Today Kentucky is known as the Bluegrass State. 
  

30. There is a legend that the inspiration for Stephen Foster's hymn like song
"My Old Kentucky Home" was written in 1852 after an unverified trip to visit relatives in Kentucky. 
  

31. The only monument south of the Ohio River dedicated to Union Soldiers who died in the Civil War is located in Vanceburg. 
  

32. The public saw an electric light for the first time in Louisville. Thomas Edison introduced his incandescent light bulb to crowds at the Southern Exposition in 1883. 
  

33. The radio was invented by a Kentuckian named Nathan B. Stubblefield of Murray in 1892. It was three years before Marconi made his claim to the invention. 
  

34. The first enamel bathtub was made in Louisville in 1856. 
  

35. In the War of 1812 more than half of all Americans killed in action were Kentuckians. 
  

36. Middlesboro is the only city in the United States built within a meteor crater. 
  

37. Joe Bowen holds the world record for stilt walking endurance. He walked 3,008 miles on stilts between Bowen, Kentucky to Los Angeles, California. 
  

38. The world's largest free-swinging bell known as the World Peace Bell is on permanent display in Newport. 
  

39. High Bridge located near Nicholasville is the highest railroad bridge over navigable water in the United States. 
  

40. Carrie Nation the spokesperson against rum, tobacco, pornography, and corsets was born near Lancaster in Garrard County. 
  

41. The brass plate embedded in the sidewalk at the corner of Limestone and Main Street in downtown Lexington is a memorial marker honoring Smiley Pete. The animal was known as the town dog in Lexington. He died in 1957. 
  

42. Kentucky-born Alben W. Barkley was the oldest United States Vice President when he assumed office in 1949. He was 71 years old. 
  

43. More than $6 billion worth of gold is held in the underground vaults of Fort Knox. This is the largest amount of gold stored anywhere in the world. 
  

44. The Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington has 82 stained-glass windows including the world's largest hand-blown one. The window measures 24 feet wide by 67 feet high and depicts the Council of Ephesus with 134 life-sized figures. 
45. Pike County the world's largest producer of coal is famous for the Hatfield-McCoy feud, an Appalachian vendetta that lasted from the Civil War to the 1890s. 

46. The oldest bank in the state is the Bank of Maysville, chartered in 1835.

47. Danville (pop. 15,477) is called the "Birthplace of the Bluegrass" because it was the site of the state's constitutional conventions, which culminated in the signing of Kentucky's first constitution in 1792. Kentucky's birth is commemorated today at Constitution Square Historic Site.

48. More than 40 years of limestone quarrying created Louisville Mega Cavern, which sprawls more than 100 acres and has more than 17 miles of underground corridors. The cavern is open for tours and also is used for commercial storage.

49. People in downtown Louisville need to drive only 15 minutes to enter the Jefferson Memorial Forest, the nation's largest urban forest, with some 6,200 acres and more than 35 miles of hiking trails. 

50. In 1925, The Louisville Courier-Journal sponsored the first national spelling bee, with nine contestants. After conducting a state contest to find the best spellers, the newspaper challenged newspapers in other states to find spellers to compete in a showdown in Washington, D.C. In 1941, Scripps Howard News Service assumed sponsorship of the bee. 

51. In 1994, the state became the first in the nation to provide an automated, statewide victims’ notification system. The Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) system, prompted by the 1993 death of Mary Byron, of Louisville, alerts crime victims when their offender is being released, paroled or moved. Most states have adopted the system. 

52. In 1908, two years before Boy Scouts of America was incorporated, Myra Greeno Bass organized the Eagle Troop in Burnside (pop. 637), guiding boys in hiking and camping and using the official handbook of English scouting. This is said to be the first American Boy Scout troop. 
53. John Carpenter, of Firebrick, is believed to own the world’s largest private sports memorabilia collection. It contains more than 6,000 items, including a home run ball hit by baseball icon Babe Ruth. General Mills honored Carpenter by printing his face on a Wheaties box in 2008. 

54. The Lost River Cave and Valley Bowling Green includes a cave with the shortest and deepest underground river in the world. It contains the largest cave opening east of the Mississippi. 
  

55. The swimsuit Mark Spitz wore in the 1972 Olympic Games was manufactured in Paris, Kentucky. 
  

56. Frederick Vinson who was born in Louisa is the only Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court known to be born in jail. 

Kentucky Travel Resources

Kentucky State Homepage    http://kentucky.gov/Pages/home.aspx
Kentucky State Capitol         http://finance.ky.gov/properties/capitol.htm
Kentucky Governor’s Mansion   http://www.governorsmansion.ky.gov/
Kentucky Tourism


http://www.kentuckytourism.com/
Kentucky Local Tourism Offices
http://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore/local_tourism_offices.aspx
Top Kentucky Tourism Attractions
http://www.kentuckytourism.com/explore/top_attractions.aspx
Offbeat Kentucky Tourism Sites
http://www.roadsideamerica.com/location/ky
Kentucky Golf Destinations

http://www.golfdigest.com/golf-courses/kentucky
Frommer’s Kentucky


http://www.frommers.com/destinations/kentucky/
Dog Friendly Kentucky Accommodations

http://dogfriendly.com/server/travel/guides/us/usstateKY.shtml
Lonely Planet’s Kentucky Travel Guide



http://www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/the-south/kentucky
Louisville Travel Guide

http://www.gotolouisville.com/index.aspx
Lexington Visitor’s Guide

http://www.visitlex.com/
Kentucky Monthly Magazine

http://kentuckymonthly.com/
Kentucky Sheep and Fiber Festival
http://www.kentuckysheepandfiber.com/
Kentucky Department of Agriculture AgEvents






http://www.kyagr.com/aginfo/events/events.aspx
Kentucky Festivals


http://www.kyfestivals.com/
